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Congratulations again to you all that were successful in our election 
process. Thank you to those of you that accepted your appointments 
or offered to step into your current volunteer positions. Good luck 
during your term and let’s continue on with the good work that the 
previous Executive has done.  
 
It is early in this term and we already have a major event behind us – 
that being the Decoration Day Parade. 

(continued page 3) 
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ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION – BR. 138 MERRITTON - EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2019-2020 
(REVISED June, 2019) 

 

PRESIDENT, LEADERSHIP, 
DEVELOPMENT 

KEVIN FROATS C 905-932-7933 inukshuk0759@gmail.com 

PAST PRESIDENT, HALL 
RENTALS & TREASURER 

TRISH GANDER H 905-684-0352 
C 905-964-7910 

patriciagander@yahoo.ca 

SPORTS,  (TBD)   

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT & 
CANTEEN, DRAWS 

BOB WEIR H 905-680-8364 none 

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT, 
GROUNDS, L.A. LIAISON, POPPY 

ALEX VERDILE H 905-341-4769 
C 905-348-9525 

none 

SGT AT ARMS MIKE ALLAN C 289241-0322 lockethomas68@gmail.com 

SERVICE OFFICER, PRO, 
VETERANS SERVICES,  

MIKE GANDER  H 905-684-0352 mgander72@hotmail.com 

CHARITABLE FOUNDATIONS (TBD)   

MEMBERSHIP, SENIORS, 
HONOURS & AWARDS 

VELMA RUTKA H 905-682-4120 velrich_2000@yahoo.com 
 

SECRETARY COLLEEN 
BRADSHAW 

H 905-934-0137 
C 289-969-0137 

cbradshaw10@cogeco.ca 

POPPY & BURSARIES PATRICIA DICKINSON C 289-501-7665 cbradshaw10@cogeco.ca 

CADET LIAISON (TBD)   

YOUTH & ED MARLENE SZABO 905-964-5323 montana13m@hotmail.com 

WAYS & MEANS MARLENE GEMMELL 905-327-6410 magemmell@msn.com 

SICK & VISITING EVELYN FROATS 905-687-6610 enjfroats288@gmail.com 

NEVADA JIM FROATS 905-687-6610 enjfroats288@gmail.com 

HOUSE (TBD)   

NEWSLETTER ANTHONY PERCIVAL 905-687-8879 anthonyrpercival@hotmail.com 

 

[Photo are the living Past Presidents of Branch 138 along with the RCL Ontario President and District B Commander] 
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Presidents Message (continued page 1) 
 
We were fortunate to have a beautiful sunny day for 
our parade. There are many people to thank for their 
assistance in having a great ceremony & parade. The 
first & most deserving is Comrade Mike GANDER for 
spending many hours setting up this event, as well as 
bringing me up to speed on several issues. In addition, 
Comrades Ken HEATH & Bill McINTOSH were helping 
out behind the scenes with the wreaths, and Comrade 
Mary NOVARRO lead the parade as Sgt at Arms. 
 
The summer months are on us now and we will be 
hosting a few more events. We will once again be 

celebrating Canada Day in the yard as well as Labour Day. There will be music and plenty of food & drinks 
for everyone. 
 
Thanks to our Immediate Past President –Trish our liquor licence now covers our entire yard, not just the 
patio. Trish poured her heart & soul into that project and presented it to City Council (June 10th) in a 
manner that convinced them we deserved this extension. It will be nice to see our members attending and 
enjoying themselves. So get a spot in the yard, kick off your shoes and enjoy the backyard. 
Keep checking the Notice Boards in the Branch for upcoming events. 
 
We have started our Friday night BBQs with hotdogs, burgers and sausage patties at a reasonable price. 
Please join us and have a meal with your fellow Comrades. 
 
Always remember that this is your Legion Branch, please feel free to approach me or anyone on the 
Executive (use the “Stir The Pot” form if you wish) with fresh/new ideas. We are the elected & appointed 
volunteers that will work hard to try and keep this Branch a fun & enjoyable place to attend. 
There will be a seminar for anyone interested in attending to learn about the positions of President and Vice 
Presidents at a date & time to be set in July. 
 
The transition to President has been relatively smooth with the never ending assistance of Comrade Trish 
GANDER. 
 
 Stay safe and let’s all have a great summer. 
 

 Yours in Comradeship 

Decoration Day. 2019
 

Summer – Vol. 2 The Merrittonia 
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“A Winner”   (from the desk Eric Jensen) 

 
Project yourself with winning communications to others.  Take 
100% of the responsibility for sending and receiving.  Listen 
to the whole person.  Make other say, “You know, I’m glad I 
talked to you” and “I like me best when I am with you”.  Look 
your best at all times because a total winner is putting 
yourself together as a total person. 
 
Remember…this is not scrimmage…it’s not a drill…there’s no 
reply…because the psychology of winning is a way of life.  It’s 
playing the game to win and it’s got to be your Super Bowl 
every single day.  
 
 
Believe it or not, you can read it. 
 
I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I  
was rdanieg.  The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid 
aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it 
deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the 
olny iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frsit and lsat ltter be in  
the rghit pclae.  The rset can be a taotl mses and you can 
 sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm.  Tihs is bcuseae the huamn  
mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a  
wlohe.  Amzaning huh? 
 
 

The Merrittonia 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 
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The L.A. has been busy with the 90th Anniversary of branch 138 doing their dinner 
which was well attended.  We have had several celebration of life.  Then we had the 
honor of doing the Ontario Provincial Command President's Dinner which was attended 
by our Branch President and Our Sargent at arm's along with many more important 
guests and Provincial officers.  The Ladies Auxiliary attended the convention to help do 
registration and to scrutineer the days of elections also did the meet and greet night for 
the Provincial President's Sharon McKeown and we are very proud to have done this 
honor and proud to honor our branch too.  In the upcoming months we are catering a 
wedding in June and have several other functions to do.  Also there is a team of four 
Ladies Auxiliary going on to Pembroke for Provincial Cribbage. 
 
The L.A. has their birthday coming up in July and also we do a strawberry and 
shortcake on the July 1st we also have been tossing around maybe a rib BBQ in August 
depends on the girls and the cook lol. 
 
We also had our election the L.A.president is Patricia Dickinson.  The 1st Vice is Sharon 
Sowrey .2nd vice is Audrea Frizell. secretary/treasurer is Angie Reid. Sports officer is 
Debbie Mondor .membership and honors and awards is Colleen Bradshaw Executive 
members are Dawn Locke.Marlene Dagansis.Susan Merrith.Kimmy 
Cosgrove.LindaClugston  and we all work together as a team 
 
Respectfully on Behalf of Br 138 Ladies Auxiliary 
Patricia Dickenson 
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Over the previous term I’ve enjoyed working with Comrade 
Marlene GEMMELL on the Youth Education committee. I was 
fortunate that Marlene shared her knowledge and took me 
under her wing as we dealt with nine Elementary & 
Secondary schools. 
There were a few submissions from the schools in the 
Literary & Poster contests to be judged.  The submissions 
were judged by the Branch membership and the following 
were the winners; 
1st Place Sr. Poem -  Athena LIU  (Sir Winston Sec. School) 
2nd Place Sr. Poem – Jana BATAINEH (Sir Winston Sec. 
School) 
 
1st Place Intermed. Poem – Jorja BOCCINFUSO  (Burleigh 
Hill PS) 
1st Place Intermed. Blk & Whi Poster – Jorja BOCCINFUSO 
(Burleigh Hill PS) 
1st Place Jr. Blk & Whi Poster – Alexia Gillespie (Applewood 
PS) 

Youth & Ed 
By Kevin Froats & Marlene Gemmell 

2nd Place Jr. Blk & Whi Poster – Crystal CHEN-KIT (Applewood 
PS) 
3rd Place Jr. Blk & Whi Poster – Matthew COTTON (Applewood 
PS) 
 There is a break in duties for this committee, the reigns have 
been turned over to our new Youth Education Chair – Comrade 
Marlene SZABO. She and her committee will travel to the 
schools to promote the Literary & Poster Programs to the 
teachers in an effort to educate them & the students. 
  We shall encourage & support the new team as they venture 
out to the schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been a very busy 2 years but it has passed quickly.  I 
want to thank those members who have supported me 
throughout my tenure as President whether it was answering 
the call when I needed assistance, offering support or, just a 
kind smile that said you can do it Trish.  Three years ago we 
were in bad financial shape.  Today we have money in the 
bank.  We have not only managed to keep our finances in 
order but we are still open 7 days a week. This is a real 
accomplishment in these times when many legions are closing. 

(continued page 7) 
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Past Presidents Message (continued from page 6) 
 
Although the members play a big role in helping to keep this 
branch going, I would be remiss if I did not thank the following 
special members who have been there for me; 

1) My Executive who have supported and stayed with me for the 
past two years.  Your help has been invaluable and truly 
appreciated.  As I have said many times, there is no “I” in team.  
We did this together and you should be proud of what you learned 
and accomplished 

2) Comrade Jack Gemmell who has been there since day one when 
I took over the position.  Always offering information and support 
when asked for but never once telling me how it should be done.  
He has taught me a great deal  

3) Last but not least, my husband Mike Gander also a Past 
President like Jack, who taught me much about the legion as 

well.  He has been my rock.  Always there as a sounding board, picking up my slack at home when 
legion duty called (didn’t do windows though) and, taking on extra legion duties when I was running 
in all directions 

It is the hardest job in the Legion but also the most rewarding.  In order to survive we must be 
proactive with new and innovative ideas.  I will continue to work for my Branch and hope that you 
as members will step forward to help when called upon.  It still bothers me that there are members 
who spend their time criticizing those who put themselves forward to be fulltime volunteers but 
never offer assistance.     

In closing I want to wish Kevin Froats all the best as he takes over this demanding role and hope you 
as members will support him and his Executive (some returning / some new) as well. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Trish Gander 

138th Branch celebrates the 90th Ann. 2019
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Method 
1. Melt 4 oz margarine, 

2. Add 8 oz plain flour  

3. And 2 oz sugar,  

4. Mix well and knead until the 
mixture bins together. 

5. If it is a little dry crumble it 
again and add a splash of milk 
and re knead. 

These Recipes 

from the 

Second World 

War are 

reprinted from 

Carolyn Ekins 

blog  

The1940sExperi

ment.com 
 

6. Put in an ungreased baking tin and press mixture down firmly so it is about 1/2 inch thick.  

7. Prick the surface and then cut into 10-12 portions. 

8. Bake in centre of moderate oven for 30 + minutes. 

9. Remove, sprinkle lightly with sugar 

10. Serve. 
 
The flour supplied to the public in the 1940’s, was a minimum of 85% wholewheat flour made from 
homegrown wheat (UK). It was said to have an unpopular grey appearance but I guess that really 

was all that was available and all recipes that called for flour would have been made out of this.. 

By Carolyn Ekins 

Recipes from the Homefront 

Wartime Scotch Shortbread 

Ingredients 
 4 oz margarine, 

 8 oz plain flour 

 2 oz sugar,  

 a splash of milk (if needed) 
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Looking forward to meeting you as you renew your Membership for 
2020 year. 

I will be posting dates and time when I will be at the Legion before 
the EARLY BIRD starts. You can call me ---leave me a message with 
you name--Phone # or you can text me and I will get back to you. 

Membership 

By Velma Rutka 

I would like to thank all the members that made this year’s poppy 
term a great success and like to say it is our legion help out where 
you can to keep it going well. 

 

Poppy 
By George Geoff 

People who have been in hospital since the last newsletter. 
Christine Wignall, John Mancur, Den Hindle, Joe Cassidy, Bob 
Weir. 

Sick & Visiting 
By Evelyn Froats 

Do you know of a 

member who has 

been unwell – please 

talk to Evelyn Froats 

 

In this issue we continue the reprinting of an article about the 
history of the Mess from the book Customs and traditions of the 
Canadian Armed Forces from E.C. Russell book published in 1980. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Military Article 
By Anthony Percival 
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[Continued from previous issue]

[Continued on page 12]
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Elections have taken place and I would like to congratulate the in-
coming executive and wish then all the best for the coming term.  
Right now, we are gearing up for our Decoration Day Parade and 
Service at the Merritton Cenotaph. This event takes place on 
Sunday, 2 June, 2019. We will be forming up in front of the Branch 
at 10:40a.m. to be at the Cenotaph for 11a.m. All letters have 
gone out and confirmations are starting to come in. We will have 
the City of Thorold Pipe Band leading us that day, as well. Full 
Legion Uniform is to be worn on that day, if you have one. As 
always, if you do not have a Uniform, you are still encouraged to 
take part in the parade. 

On Parade – Sgt@Arms 

By Mike Gander 

 

Veteran’s Service Officer 

Our Provincial Service Officer, Rebecca Calder, will be in our area 
during the week of June 12 to 14. If anybody knows of a Veterans, 
our their family, who has any issues pertaining to Veteran’s Affairs 
Canada, please have hem contact me and I will set up 
appointments. 
 
A Veteran or immediate family member does not have to wait for 
these visitations. If they have immediate issues, they can contact 
me, through our Branch, at any time. The Service Officer is always 
there to help. 
 
A service Officer’s Seminar is being conducted on June 8 at 
Smithville Branch. 
 

PRO 

Watch for more photos of Branch members in upcoming issues of 
Legion Magazine. We have had several photos published over the 
last few months. We have also had photos published in every issue 
of Snap’d St Catharines as well as some in Niagara This Week. 
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posted on the Web, Facebook and can be emailed to 
anyone who requests it from either myself the President, 

Secretary or Membership Chair. 

3 Issues per year:  

Winter/Spring; Summer;  

Fall/Winter 

 

Deadline for Submission 

(Branch Exec. Meet):  

Jan; May; Sep 

 

Date for Distribution 

(Branch Gen. Meet):  
Jan; May; Sep 

Hope this newsletter finds you well, I would like to thank everyone 
who contributed articles.  I also would like to create an archive of 
past bulletins and newsletters but have been shocked to find that 
none have been saved by the Branch.  If you have saved any copies 
I’d like to hear from you.  In writing a history of the branch I was 
dismayed by how little of the real fun story of the branch have 
been captured in the minutes. 
 
Do you have a date you want to publicize, maybe a Birthday or 
Anniversary?  Do you have a story that you would like to tell? 
 
Send me an email with Branch Newsletter in the subject line:  
anthonyrpercival@hotmail.com  
 
I am hoping not to incur too much cost or waste so we are limiting 
the printed copies as much as possible.  The newsletter will be 

Editorial 
By Anthony Percival 

Our objective for this year will fall short, however we 
will end up year with income of approx. $8500. A big 
disappointment was a drop of 7% on our canteen sales 
that we reflect a gross margin of 54.7% or income of 
$5800. Fixed costs were held to an increase of 2.5% 
while general expenses were held firm for the year. All 
of this was based on results of the first 11months of 
fiscal year and hopefully there will be no negative 
results in May that would alter our outcome. I look 
forward to next year with newly elected executive to 

another financially sound year end. 

Treasurer 

By Tom Locke 

Summer  – Vol. 2 The Merrittonia 
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John Hanley like many who volunteered to go overseas in the First World War 
was born in Great Britain.  John was born in Leeds, Yorkshire in 1883 on the 
2nd of May.  In the 1891 census John’s father Patrick was a bricklayer who had 
come over from Ireland.  John’s mother was named Catherine and there were 
three other children in the family, a sister Annie age 10 and in school and 
Wilfred and Ellen.  By the 1911 census John’s father had passed away and 
John had also become a bricklayer.  In the household it was just John and his 
mother.  Catherine had had nine children in all, four had lived and five had 
died before 1911.  The other surviving children had grown up and move way.  
Annie, John’s sister was living at 14 Bread St. in Leeds and was working as a 
leather dresser.  She had married Roger Leonard who was also a bricklayer. 
 
Just before the Great War began, John had left home (possible after the death 
of his mother) and emigrated to Canada.  The War had begun 9 months earlier 

In each issue of the newsletter I aim to bring forward out of the veil of the 
past the story of one soldier whose name is on the Merritton Cenotaph.  In this 
edition we will look at John Hanley the fourth Merrittonian to die in the Great 
War.  You can find his name on the left column, ninth name from the top. 

Less We Forget 
LCpl J. Hanley 

By Anthony Percival 

when John signed up at the Niagara Camp on May 27th 1915.  John was 32 at 
the time and older that many of the recruits he was training with.  On the 
attestation form John had put his sister Anne as his next of kin.  He joined up 
with the 37th Battalion (Northern Ontario), Canadian Expeditionary Force 
(C.E.F.) whose history is today perpetuated by the Lorne Scots.  The 37th 
Battalion (Bn) had been raised by Lieutenant Colonel C.F. Bick who had been 
the Commanding Officer of the 34th Regiment (today this unit is known as the 
Ontario Regiment) and the initial recruitment had come from the north.  The 
37th Bn was authorized at the end of November 1915 and had gone overseas.  
The 37th Bn then recruited a 1st and then a 2nd reinforcement draft while in 
the Niagara Camp of which John Hanley became a member.  Following just 
two weeks of training the 1st reinforcement draft was moved to Montreal and 
went aboard the S.S. Hesperian and departed for overseas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Cap badge of the 37th Bn CEF   Middle Top: LCol Bick  Middle 
Bottom:  S.S. Hesperian  Bottom the 37th Bn at the Niagara Camp 
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John spend less than a month in England where he 
received further training before being transferred to 
the 17th Reserve Bn.  This Battalion had been 
authorized in September 1914 and had been recruited 
in Nova Scotia for service at the front.  Upon arrival in 
England this Battalion was placed in reserve.  The 
C.E.F. was faced with the challenge of mounting 
casualties at the front and no organized system for 
supplying additional manpower.  The Canadian Training 
Depot have been hastily set up at Tidworth barracks in 
Wiltshire and the 17th Reserve Bn placed under its 
command.  John spent a second month in training there 
before being sent to France and into the trenches with 
the 15th Bn, C.E.F after just fifty-seven days in 
uniform. 

John Hanley joined the 4th Company of the 15th Battalion while in the trenches in Belgium.  The 15th Bn had 
been raised in Toronto just three days after Britain’s Declaration of War with Germany.  The Battalion had then 
travelled to England along with the First Canadian Contingent two months later.  In the Spring of 1915 the 15th 
Bn along with the remainder of the 1st Canadian Division had fought in the 2nd Battle of Ypres in which the 
Germans had used Chlorine Gas offensively for the first time.  The Battalion had also fought at Festubert before 
Private (Pte) John Hanley had joined the unit.  The sector was quiet at the time and so it was the routine of 
trench warfare, sentry duties, artillery fire, night patrols, sniping, fatigue parties and rotations of positions.  In 
August while the Battalion was in reserve Pte Hanley injured his knee and was evacuated to a casualty centre 
but rejoined his unit in a couple of days.  A few days later John Hanley injured his hand most likely while part 
of a supplied work party making improvements to the defences of the trench positions. 

 

Eight months went by and Private Hanley learned how to survive in the trenches.  In March of the following year 
he spent a week at the 1st Canadian Division sniper school.  In May The 15th Battalion was moved back into the 
Ypres sector.  Pte Hanley was again wounded this time cut close to the left eye.  He again spent a couple of 

Summer – Vol. 2 The Merrittonia 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 

Tidworth Barracks, England 

Top:  15th Bn CEF Capbadge 
 
Left:  Canadian soldiers 
returning from the Battle of 
the Somme in France, 

November 1916. 
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soldiers were taking part in the fighting.  In the middle of the month 
John was promoted to Lance Corporal.  The 15th Bn as a part of the 
Canadian Corps would continue to press the attack in the third and 
final phase of the Somme.  Starting with the Battle of Mount Sorrel 
the majority of Canadian Units at the front were now fighting 
together under the unified Chain of Command of the Canadian Corps.  
On September 26th at 12:35pm the Canadian Corps attacked.  The 
attack was started just after midday instead of the usual attack at 
dawn because it had been learned that once the attacking force had 
gone forward that having too many hours of daylight while the 
positions taken were consolidated only benefited the German 
counterattack and counter artillery fire.  As a result, successes 
gained could not be held and casualties among the reserves were too 
high to further press an attack.  This attack was successful in that 

days at the casualty clearing post before he was back on duty 
with his unit.  He now was given a leave of absence and 
returned to England for a seven-day furlong.  Upon his arrival 
back at his unit three German Division attacked the Canadian 
line and the 15th Bn was hastily called up to plug the hole in 
the defenses.  What followed was ten days of fierce fighting in 
the Battle of Mount Sorrel before the line was re-established.  
The Germans had hoped to disrupt the building up of resources 
that they could see taking place in the Somme area to the 
north. 

At the beginning of September, 1916, the 15th Battalion was 
moved to the Somme.  The greatest battle of the First World 
War the Somme Offensive was in full swing and over 3 million 

Next issue: George J. Doyle 

the fifth Merrittonian to die in 

the Great War, if you have a 

picture, are related, or have 

heard stories about this 

person it would be great to 

hear from you. 
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Above: Stretcher bearers during the 
Battle of Thiepval Ridge, September 
1916 
Below:  September 25-28, 1916: Battles 
of Morval and Thiepval Ridge 

the attackers were able to penetrate over a kilometer and hold just short of a major trench complex.  Under 
the cover of a rolling barrage which lifted and moved a further 100m every two minutes, the 15th Bn 
cleared through the trench lines and by 19:45 that evening were digging in ready to hold the ground taken.  
In just a few hours 117 soldiers from the unit had been killed and 223 wounded.  During the Somme the 
Battalion lost almost half its strength.  Among the dead that day was Lance Corporal John Hanley.  In all 
over one million soldiers were wounded or killed in just 140 days of the Somme Offensive. 
 
LCpl Hanley is remembered on the Merritton Cenotaph as well as in the Book of Remembrance of the 15th 

Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada) at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Toronto. 

17



 

The Queen at 75 

S
T

. 
C

A
T

H
A

R
IN

E
S

 S
T

A
N

D
A

R
D

, 
J
U

N
E

 2
0

T
H
, 
1

9
4

4
 

18



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
I would like to thank everyone who supports me in my new position of 
ways and means. I am grateful to  have volunteers who have agreed to 
assist me in providing food and entertainment. For the summer we will 
be sticking with barbeques but I am hoping to add French fries to the 
mix since they are normally a big hit. I have posted calendar months for 
the summer. If you would be willing to barbeque or take and deliver 
orders or make French fries, please sign the calendar when you would 
like to volunteer. All help would be greatly appreciated. I welcome any 
suggestions for events that you would like to see happen. Let’s make 
this Legion a happening place! 
 
 
 
 
This is my last article as an executive member and I’d like to list the 
highlights of what the Ways and Means committee has accomplished in 
these past 2 years. 
 

Ways & Means 
By Marlene Gemmell 

 

By Mati Percival (Outgoing Executive) 

The Merrittonia 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 

We’ve celebrated Superbowl with chili cookoffs, 
enjoyed Irish fare St. Patricks Day, hosted Bingo 
Bowling, Turkey Rolls, Ham Rolls, Soup nights, 
Salad contest, Hawaiian night, Deli night, New 
Years eve gala’s, poker run, Jump-up, BBQs, corn 
roasts, pizza night and of course my favourite 
Karaoke nights. 
 
I’ve had a great time organizing the events and 
dinners and have a great many people to thank! 
 
I could not have carried out this job without all 
the members who have volunteered.  You know 
who you are, and I am talking about those who 
have helped with organizing events, set up for 
dinners, peel potatoes, and even assisting with 
cleaning.  I cannot forget all the members who 
have also donated salads, soups and desserts to 
all our meals. 
 
These donations not only tasted wonderful but 
added that extra touch and class enticing more to 
buy our meals, not to mention bribing my 
children to help me on those Friday evenings I 
was on my own. Lauren and Gregory fit right in as 
helpers and it was nice to see the members make 

them feel comfortable and welcoming. 
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ST. CATHARINES STANDARD, APRIL 12TH, 1969 

The Queen at 502 
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As the LA Liaison officer I have observed more 
harmony between the branch and the LA and I 
am grateful for their assistance and pitching 
in when needed since being on my own in 
Ways and Means. 
 
I would also like to thank our President, soon 
to be past president Trish Gander, for her 
advice, guidance and encouragement these 
past 2 years. I have learned a lot while in this 
position, or should say positions. This 
experience has been very positive and has 
created wonderful relationships. 
 
Last but not least, I must thank my husband, 
Anthony.  He was the reason I volunteered, he 
encouraged me to try something new and out 
of my comfort zone.  He was also the creative 
force behind me, designing the posters and 
helping with ideas. He never said no, when I 

Ways & Means (Continued) 
 

 

The Merrittonia 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 

needed his help and never complained when I 
vented out my frustrations, there were a 
few, but mostly working for branch 138 was 
pleasure and I will be back to volunteer 
again. 
 
I wish the new executive members all the 
best and will assist them when I can. 
 

Mati Percival 
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The Merrittonia 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 

Summer – Vol.2 2 
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The Merrittonia 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 

Summer – Vol.2 2 

Good day to all Members of Royal Canadian Legion Br. 138 Merritton 
It’s not often a “Message from the Secretary of the Branch” is seen or even thought of, but our 
Newsletter Editor Anthony asked for submissions and I decided to respond. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Executive of 2018-2019 for helping me do my job 
each month.  It took a bit of training, cajoling and a little threatening, but you all came together 
and rose to my request and handed me your reports at each Executive and General Meeting.  
This was so helpful when it came time for me to type each set of minutes and as we all know 
there were some humdinger long ones.  So I say thank you most sincerely.  
 
I say a special thank you to our President Trish Gander for always being there for me, whether it 
was a question, correction, explanation or a “I just don’t know about this one” Never a waiver, 
always ready to help me.  Thank you Madam President. 
 
Thank you to the membership for supporting your Branch and attending the meetings and 
staying up on the information we have all shared with you.  It would be nice to see more 
members in attendance and hopefully the new Executive will enjoy more participation. 
 
It has been an honour and pleasure to serve as your Secretary this past term. 
 
I wish the Incoming Executive all the best and success for the new term.  And to the outgoing 
Executive thank you for your support and friendship, for keeping me on my toes and my 
shorthand and typing skills sharpened.  
 
Respectfully; 
 
Colleen  
Bradshaw 
 
Secretary 
Royal  
Canadian  
Legion 
Br. 138  
Merritton 
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Every good cook knows that in order to get a 

good soup you have to stir the pot.  
  

Let’s take a minute or two to bring our thoughts, 
concerns and ideas to the executive so that they 

know what you would like to see happen in 
OUR Legion 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is YOUR page! 

This is where you can put your concerns, questions, thoughts and suggestions.  If 
you want to volunteer you can list it here. 

Please use it! 
Write it down and submit it to you Executive. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you want to be updated on the events happening at our Branch? 
Do you want to be on the Membership Email List? 

Please list your name and email address and hand in to Kevin Froats or leave it with 
the Steward. 

 
   

Name:   

Email:   
   

 

STIR THE POT 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 138 
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